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2CONNECTING WITH PREVIOUS SPEAKERS

CHILDREN ARE PEOPLE 
TOO 

5 THINGS TEEN PARENTS 
NEED

PARTNERING HEALTH 
SERVICES 

CHURCH’S ROLE | 
PROVIDING YOUR SPACE 
AS VENUE FOR 
OUTREACH (CARING 
AND EMPATHY)

CHURCH AS TEEN PARENT 
SUPPORT (COUNSELLING, 

BAPTISM, DEDICATION 
SERVICES, PLACE OF 

BELONGING)
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INTRODUCTION

An Ecclesiological-Missional Approach to caring for teen parents (Spiritual care) 
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The Problem
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Who do you say that they are? 
(Myers pg. 90-91)
• When Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do you say I am?” (Mk

8:29), he received a variety of answers. Most saw who they
expected to see—Elijah or another of the prophets. Only Peter
saw the Messiah, and we are told it was only because the Holy
Spirit enabled him. Seeing what we expect to see is a common
human weakness. Therefore, before we begin the work of
exploring the world of the teenage parent, we need to begin
with ourselves.

• We might view teenage parents from a point of view—as
Christians, as Westerners, as development professionals, as
urban folk. We see them through the lens of our personality
and the lens of the culture from which we come. We have a lot
of different schema that determine what we see and what we
don't in order to make sense out of what we observe. We need
to make our assumptions explicit and to ask God's help to see
the teenage parent and their circumstances more truly.

• Uncovering our biases is an important exercise. Only when we
do this, are we able to deconstruct the lenses we use to work
for transformation. We need to remove the log in our own eye
so that we have eyes to see and ears to hear.

• Let those who have no sin, cast the first stone.



• Therefore, what understanding of theology/God/the Church 
do we depend on to inform our decision-making where 
caring for teen parents are concerned?

Is it a theology of suspicion, judgement and bias? Or is it a 
theology of tangible hope, guided by missiological or 
kingdom of God principles?

So how might we respond? How are  we to participate in 
God’s mission to teen parents?

Let me briefly share  (1) what I think theology is about, and 
then share (2) John De Gruchy’s idea of what faithful praxis 
(orthopraxis) means for the church-in-mission, especially in 
relation to the church’s caring for teen parents

An ecclesiological-missional approach



10

MISSIONAL PRAXIS 01

Of the Triune God, Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier

CHRIST’S BODY, THE CHURCH 02

The Church-in-Mission An Apostolic Faith 

Community

IN A WIDER CONTEXT 03

At a specific time and place in a globalized 

world, i.e.. A wider contextual situation

IN A LOCAL ANALYSIS 04

Where members of this community are involved 

in a vocationally based, critical and constructive 

interpretation of their present reality

STRATEGY, IMPLEMENTATION 
& EVALUATION 08

Obediently participating in transformative action 

at different levels: personal, ecclesial, societal, 

ecological, and scientific (Missio Dei)

SIGN OF GOD’S KINGDOM 07

To be a sign of God’s Kingdom on earth while 

moving forward with an eschatological faith-

based reality in view (that will lead to a vision

and a mission statement)

DISCERNING GOD’S WILL 06

Struggling to discern God’s will for their 

present situation (a critical correlational 

hermeneutic)

SCRIPTURE & TRADITION 05

Drawing upon an interpretation of these 

normative sources (Biblical)

THEOLOGY IS ABOUT

Source: Hendriks, J. 2004. Studying Congregations in Africa. 

Lux Verbi: Bellville
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The mission of God: the very nature 
of the Church…(De Gruchy, 133)

• The very nature of the Church has to do with its participation in the missio Dei

• Mission begins with God, and is God’s mission in and to the world

• The church does not initiate: the church participates in it

• Mission is the total task which God has set the church for the salvation of the world because 
mission arises from God’s love and concerns for the entire world in all its dimensions

• By locating the church within the divine sending activity of the triune God…mission is not just 
something which the church does as one activity amongst others, BUT THE VERY GROUND FOR 
ITS EXISTENCE

• Thus, the church exists by virtue of its participation in the missio Dei (134)

• Where the church fails to participate in God’s mission, it ceases to be church
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teen parents…(134)

• Participation in the missio Dei gives to the church it’s

particular character in the world, for the testimony of the

Scriptures is that since the dawn of time God has been at

work transforming chaos into creation and confusion into

community. The church itself is a sign of this new community

which God is seeking to create.

• Thus it was that the Christians of the early church were

accused of turning the world upside down because of the

way that they transform the society around them (Acts 17:6).

• The mission of God, as proclaimed by Jesus (e.g. Luke 4:18)

is holistic. God’s redemptive concern for the world has to do

with every aspect of life, whether personal, social, or

environmental.

• The struggle for justice and liberation, the need for

forgiveness and reconciliation, the healing of mind and body,

the search for meaning and the awakening and sustaining of

faith, hope, and love, and the renewal of the earth, are all

part of the mission Dei and therefore the mission of the

church.
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In closing

The story of Jonah demonstrates God’s attitude of 
love and grace to ALL people.

As God’s people, we too ought to have the same 
attitude of love, grace and compassion

The Church is called to serve teenage parents 
because it IS part of our non-negotiable mission

https://www.gotquestions.org/Jonah-angry.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSUrEKoWMjs
(Grace & Truth)
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https://www.gotquestions.org/Jonah-angry.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSUrEKoWMjs
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Hopefully, this ecclesiological-missional approach to and with our teen 

parents will contribute towards a more graceful, relevant, helpful way of 

addressing this societal challenge. 



THANK YOU
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